Colchester 44 North Walsham 0 

London 1 North

With James Crozier and Damien Brambley returning and a strong set of replacements on the bench, Colchester dominated this game against a dogged North Walsham side and eventually ran in six tries and kicked two penalties to win by an impressive 44 points to nil.

Walsham kicked off and for 20 minutes shared the play if not the points. Colchester were soon on the attack earning a scrum ten metres from their opponent’s line. The ball was moved left for Carl Jeffs to score an unconverted try. Walsham created chances but committed too many errors to truly shake the home side and it was they who scored next as they earned a penalty after a Walsham infringement. Brambly kicked the points and the Blacks were 8-0 in the lead.

There followed an intense period of play with Colchester’s scrum performing well and the backs attacking and defending in equally good measure -  but the visitors defence held good until the breach was made. Colchester earned a free kick close to the Walsham line and the ball was moved to skipper Calum Irvine who grubber-kicked past the opposing backs for Withers to claim the try. Brambley was unsuccessful with the conversion bringing the score after 35 minutes to 13-0.

Shortly before half time a scrum in the centre of the pitch scrum broke up and referee James King yellow-carded Walsham’s flanker Gerald Hegerty for not releasing . He left the pitch for the couple of minutes remaining of the first half and the start of the second half. 
A Half time score of 13-0 soon became 16-0 as Brambley kicked a penalty shortly after the restart.
Walsham second row Tom Coller was the next to upset Referee King and he departed for a 10 minute rest bringing the visitors down to 13 men. The ensuing penalty was missed but the hard pressed Norfolk team soon conceded again. Kiwi Brett Cutbush came off the bench for scrum half Lewis Groves and within minutes darted from the back of a scrum for a converted try by the posts.

North Walsham’s Will Craggs took Coller’s place back on the pitch, Hegarty having already returned to the fray. So Walsham were back to 15 . But Colchester raised their game once again and won a penalty following a catch and drive lineout. Dan Whiteman, Colchester’s number 7, tapped the ball and dived over in the left corner putting Colchester 30-0 ahead. On came prop James Balfour for Joe McMillan,, who had done sterling work in the tight, and back row Kieran Payne for No.8 Olly Pickett.

More sustained effort by Colchester led to yet another attack, this time by mobile prop James Mitchell who fed full back James Crozier for a fine try in the corner, well converted by Withers. 37-0.

The final try of this pulsating display by Colchester came near full time when Payne broke through form his own 22 ,sprinted towards the visitor’s 22 offloaded to Cutbush who darted over for a converted try. The final whistle blew and Colchester were well-satisfied with the 5 points that this bonus point win gave them keeping them in a strong second position in the league.

Steve Whiteman CRFC

