Brentwood 32 Colchester 28

In a close encounter Colchester narrowly lost at Brentwood in a game of two halves. Brentwood dominated the set pieces in the first half stealing many scrums and lineouts from the visitors and ran and kicked into Colchester’s half surging over the tryline for five tries; two of which were converted. Add to this their drop goal, as opposed to Colchester’s single converted try, and they had a halftime lead of 32-7. A much needed improvement by Colchester in the second half saw them score a further three converted tries which wasn’t quite enough to catch Brentwood up.
It was only ten minutes into the game when Brentwood’s big forwards won a lineout, piled over the line and scored a try that fly half Dan Whitehead converted. Unperturbed Colchester hit back with the ball going through many hands for flanker Carl Jeffs to score up the slope and under the posts, Chris Withers converting to bring the score level at 7 all.
Shortly after the restart Brentwood’s fullback kicked a successful drop goal to put his team in the lead again at 10-7. This seemed to galvanise the home team and they lifted their game for the rest of the half scoring four more tries through prop Anthony Sherwood, another forward, their fullback and their left wing Ryan Dee.
Colchester was shell-shocked at the interval being 32-7 down and faced the challenge of making up a large deficit of points in the second half.
Playing down the slope they soon scored when skipper Calum Irvine grounded a Lewis Groves chip ahead, Withers converting. He was now playing in the centre as Brett Cutbush had come on at scrum half for centre Adam Cook and James  Mitchell had replaced Joe McMillan at loosehead prop. Colchester won a scrum on Brentwood’s 22 and again Groves put through a kick for Irvine to score another converted try bringing the score closer at 32-21.
There followed twenty minutes of tense physical rugby with both sides vying for the ascendancy. Then, after a forwards fracas, Brentwood’s No 7 Ben Amato was yellow carded and the home side were down to 14 men.

Colchester took advantage of this through their fit back row. Man-of-the match Dan Whiteman surged forward, and fed Olly Pickett who passed to Carl Jeffs who claimed his second try. James Crozier duly converted.
With five minutes left and the score very close at 32-28 Brentwood cunningly kept the ball amongst their pack and ran down the clock to win the game. 
Colchester were extremely disappointed but had some consolation in that they gained 2 bonus points and remain 2nd in the league level with Bury St.Edmunds who they will play in a crunch match at Mill Road next Saturday.
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