
Match Report - Woodford - 2nd October 2011

For the first match of the season the Under 12s fielded two mixed teams of players away at Woodford. With new team members lining up with more experienced players, the four weeks of intensive training paid dividends as Colchester won all of their matches. A total of 36 boys travelled, and all enjoyed playing time, some in their first ever competitive rugby match.

The Gladiators started proceedings, and it soon became clear that Woodford were full of determination as they took an early lead through some impressive scrum and ruck play.  Impressive tackling from Dan Hughes and Jordan Fester settled the team though, and  Colchester started to gain the edge in the loose. With forwards and backs combining, tries from Jordan Milburn (2) and Rhys Smith allowed the visitors to run out the eventual winners in the closely fought game, 15-10. 

Colchester Centurions were next up. Dominating the set piece, with some fine hooking from Harry Doughty, they provided a stable platform for the back line, who did not disappoint as they ran in four tries from centres James Hoddell (3) and Alex Godley. Prop Will Chapman added a fifth, and a fine solo run from Ben Bouckley finished things off. Helped by a fine try saving tackle from full back Alfie Chinook, Woodford were unable to cross Colchester's line; final score 30-0.

In the second games for each team it was more of the same for Colchester. Jordan Milburn added another brace, whilst fly half Ollie Hills also scored, as the Gladiators won 15-5. And it was another clean sheet for the Centurions as Man of the Match Alex Godley scored both in a 10-0 win.

