
Southend Festival Match Report

Colchester's Under 12s found themselves in a very tough pool at Southend's elite festival, and had to battle hard against some extremely well organised and physically large teams.

The first match, against Westcliff, saw the opposition run in three unanswered tries in each half to shut the game out at 30-0. Slipping off tackles was the main issue that Colchester needed to address.

Next up were eventual tournament winners Brentwood, who used their back line to devastating effect, as they ran in five tries in the first half, four of which were scored by their wingers. The second half was played much better by Colchester, who still conceded a further three tries to eventually lose 40-0.

Final pool match saw Colchester play Sevenoaks. A couple of well worked tries meant the game turned around with Colchester 10-0 down, and everything to play for. Heads dropped though after an early score, and two more followed, to finish the game 25-0 against Colchester.

Although Colchester fought hard in the pool matches, and at times put together some good passages of play, they were outgunned in pretty much all departments, and entered the vase final against Upper Clapton with some trepidation. They then proceeded to play like a different team. Self belief lifted their game, the ball flowed down the line, and the scrum were solid in the tight, and aggressive in the loose. A storming run from Dan Hughes opened the scoring, and he nearly had another before half time. In the second half, Tom Hunt and Ed Gibson tackled everything that moved, and Ollie Hills got the backs moving on several occasions, finally battling over the line for a fine solo effort. Colchester conceded a late try, but hung on to the lead and went on to lift the vase.

Good performances from Nathaniel French and Sam Lines, and from Colchester's player of the tournament and captain Ben Arulampulam, who played a blinder at scrum half, even when the team were going backwards.

Bishops Stortford Festival Match Report

Colchester played some fantastic attacking rugby at Bishops Stortford, and beat the host side in a thrilling final to lift the Plate.

First up were St Albans, where Colchester were on the attack from the start, Alex Godley going over in the corner in the opening minutes. Winger Rory Burke made a break moments later, and after Jordan Milburn took the ball on, Rhys Smith collected a good offload and powered over the line. Forwards and backs combined before Godley broke free, and offloaded to Zac Puckey for Colchester's third. A fine length of pitch solo effort saw James Hoddell add another before half time. The second half was a much closer affair, with no score. Colchester final winners 20-0.

The second pool match against Welwyn Garden City was very hard fought, but some sloppy handling caused a number of good attacks to break down. The game went from one end of the pitch to another, but a slipped tackle saw Welwyn score from a short range effort, and the score stayed at 5-0 against Colchester at the final whistle.

Tring opened the scoring in the next match, and only desperate tackling saved a second. Harry Doughty then went over to put Colchester on the scoreboard, before sustained pressure from the pack allowed a quick feed down the line, and a well taken try from winger Robert Parry. A try saving tackle from Gareth Pugh meant the game ended 10-5 to Colchester.

Rory Burke opened the scoring in the next game, against Cheshunt, but not before Colchester had conceded a number of penalties. Cheshunt replied with a try of their own, before Milburn scored a fantastic try, catching Colchester's kick off, and running through the entire opposing pack. Hoddell completed the scoring and Colchester ran out 15-5 winners.

The final match against Cambridge started slowly, but once the scoring started, the tries kept coming. Milburn fed Puckey from a lineout for the first, before Will Chapman did the same for Milburn after catching a miskicked clearance. Cambridge scored after a number of missed tackles, but the first half ended after Ben Bouckley won quick line out and the ball was carried up pitch by Jordan Fester, who offloaded to Hoddell to power over. In the second half there was no stopping Colchester. Godley ran the length of the pitch for the next score, and Leon Fern delivered a classy offload to Chapman for Colchester's fifth. Player of the tournament Robert Parry went over in the corner to complete the 30-5 rout.

And so to the Plate final against host side Bishops Stortford. Some early good runs from the backs came to nothing, but Pugh picked up from the base of the scrum and dummied his opposite number to give Colchester the lead. In the second half a number of scoring chances didn't quite come off, and  the game ended 5-0 to Colchester..

