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Colchester came into this game looking for their 5th straight win to maintain their unbeaten start to the season, and they far from had it all their own way.
Ealing came with 8 players, so Colchester lent them 2 players to play 10 a side and after a hard fought first 10 minutes with the play ebbing and flowing, it was one of these players, Zoe Goate that burst through the Colchester line and passed to Genevieve Elliot to open the score for the visitors.
This rocked the girls as they had not come up against such experienced and well drilled opposition before and Beth Le Messurier, Harriett Smith and Paris Griffiths had hard work in the forwards to keep up with a tough Ealing pack.  Just before half time Kiyana Zamani broke through again for the visitors to make it 0-10 at half time to Ealing.
The second half started like the first but slowly Colchester were coming into the game more with some great play from Zoe, now back in Colchester black, playing some great rugby along with hard talking from Jess Duncan and Trudi Ryder.
Finally Colchester made the breakthrough with a great offload from Kayleigh Seal, putting the ever reliable Lucy West through to score her first try of the game.  There was then some great passages of play with new girls Rihanna Gardner and Aimee Haywood putting in some great performances on their debuts.  Colchester then found themselves with a scrum in the Ealing 22 and Katharine Jack managed to hold the ball in the pack long enough for scrum half Izzy Low to spot that Georgia Howard had a clear run for goal and the scores were level.
With time running out Emma Goate put Lucy West in for her second score of the day to make it 15-10 to Colchester, who now know what the league is really like and are looking forward to the return fixture in the new year.
