U17 Sunday 22nd January 2012
Colchester U17s, with a few colts along to help out, played a full colts team from Stowmarket. Whilst the rain held off there was a terrific wind blowing across the pitch which certainly had an effect on the game. Stowmarket kicked off and Colchester dropped the ball which seemed to be the way the first quarter of the match was to go. Stowmarket with a strong pack kept the pressure on Colchester who hardly got out of their half due to a number of handling errors and not really taking the windy conditions into account. Finally Colchester managed to get the hands right and the backs put together a number of passes that resulted in Connor Austin scoring the first try. Dan Woodcock used the wind to convert from out wide. From the resulting kick-off Colchester dropped the ball again and after a series of rucks Stowmarket came back to get a try. However this was the last score from Stowmarket as Colchester seemed at last to understand how to play to the conditions and started to put together some well worked back moves resulting in three more tries before half time for Harrison Pickett, Adam Clarke, and Danny Higgins. With dan converting two of these Colchester had a comfortable 26-5 lead at half time.

The second half was a continuation of the first half with the forwards winning plenty of ball and feeding it out to the backs who were able to use their better pace to get through the Stowmarket defence. Five tries were scored in the second half including a couple of individual efforts from Dan who ran through from half way and Danny Higgins who not only scored a second try but made a third with a lovely step inside to beat the Stowmarket winger and run round their full back only to give the ball to Jack Martin to touch down thus depriving himself of his hat trick. The other scorers were John Davetanivalu and Conor Ibbotsan who scored the final try of the match giving the game to Colchester on 55-5.

This was a much better performance than the previous week with the pack winning more ball in the loose and letting the backs have some good clean ball to play open rugby.

