U17 Eastern Counties Cup Sunday 11th December 2011
Colchester U17 travelled to Norfolk to play Wymondham in their last game in the Eastern Counties U17 cup. This was a winner takes all game with Colchester and Wymondham both needing a win, having lost to Cambridge in earlier fixtures and won their other pool games against Diss and Shelford. The winner of this match would not only go through to the semi-final of the Eastern Counties cup but also would play in the national U17 Cup or Vase.

The Wyndham coaches and supporters were in good voice and as friendly and welcoming as ever, unfortunately they were not able to do anything about the pitch. The careful planning by the Colchester squad and coaching team failed to recognise the importance the pitch would play in this fixture..  At best the pitch was sticky and muddy and at worst a grassless mud slide. Boots and ball very quickly became caked in mud with every scrum requiring a ritual boot cleaning to enable any traction at all.  This was not the day for slick passing and running lines or quick and decisive ball handling. Colchester players known for their quick feet, quickly found themselves running on the spot in an attempt to get traction. 

That Said the Wymondham players started the game with gusto attacking the Colchester lines and within a few minutes created a handling error which went to ground and was kicked through with a score under the posts for a converted try. Before Colchester could take a breath a Wymondham move through the stickiest part of the pitch resulted in a further converted try. Colchester Indiscipline resulted in a yellow card and gave two converted penalties to Wymondham and before the Colchester team knew it they were 20 points down. Each Colchester foray up the pitch into the Wymondham half resulted in more indiscipline with free kicks at attacking line outs and scrums and penalties in open and second phase play.

Colchester started the second half in a different spirit with attack after attack ending now in Wymondham indiscipline. Eventually after 7 consecutive off side infringements within 5 meters of the line the referee lost patience and awarded a penalty try to Colchester and a yellow card to the last Wymondham offender. Spirits lifted, Colchester scored again in the corner following a backs and forwards  combined effort. This made the score 20 to 10 and shortly after a further Wymondham infringement, off side resulted in a converted penalty making the score 20-15.

At this point the game became very competitive indeed, with both teams pressing hard for the victory. Following a period of indiscipline the Wymondham scrum half received a yellow card and again Colchester pressed hard for the winning try with Wyndham somehow hanging on. 

In the dying minutes of the game Wymondham were awarded another penalty as a result of further Colchester indiscipline, kicked to the corner and almost inevitably a further penalty on the Colchester 5 meter line resulted in the last Wymondham score and a final result to the home team 25-15.

As ever the Colchester side were dignified in defeat and everyone had to agree that the team with the least infringements and the greater will to win correctly won the game. As with all cup games there was much discussion on the way home about what might have been, played at home on a running pitch…… 

Well done Wymondham and Cambridge our best wishes for the next round.

