U17 Eastern Counties Cup Sunday 13th November 2011
Colchester U17s started their first match of the Eastern Counties Cup at Cambridge on a lovely sunny afternoon. Colchester knew from past experience that Cambridge would be a strong side and that is exactly what they proved. There really was no excuse for Colchester when Cambridge returned the kick off with a flowing move out to the winger who scored out wide. The try was converted and thus in a little over a minute Cambridge were already off to a flying start. Colchester started again and this time managed to make some progress resulting in a few minutes later Connor Ibbotsan scoring a try under the posts after a good passage of play and some quick passing amongst the backs. This unfortunately was the only try scored by Colchester in the first half as Cambridge put on the pressure and scored three more times including a well managed try from a rolling maul. There were occasions when the Colchester wings showed their pace and in one of these a kick through from Jordan Franklin gave Conor Austin the opportunity to touch down only for it to be knocked on before grounding. Thus at the end of the first half Colchester were down 22-. 

The second half started with virtually a repeat of the first half when Cambridge scored within two minutes. Cambridge continued to look dangerous on the break and kicked a penalty and took another converted try after fifeteen minutes of the second half. However from there on Colchester began to make a comeback winning most of the lineout ball and starting to disrupt the Cambridge scrum. Finally the pressure told and both Ben Moore and John Davetanivalu took tries with one of them converted. The final score being 41-19 to Cambridge.  
This was a disappointing performance from Colchester who whilst up for the game never showed the intensity of play of the Cambridge team losing too much ball to turnovers in the loose and missing too many tackles. There are lessons to be learnt from this and hopefully this will be done before the remainder of the cup games.
