U17s v Dagenham Sunday 30th October 2011
Having had a number of games called off Colchester were pleased when Dagenham offered them a game on Sunday. It was agreed that as this was a friendly both Colchester and Dagenham would let as many of their squad as possible have a game and the match was split into 3x20 minute sessions.

Colchester started strongly and scored very early in the game from a backs move that ended with Connor Ibbotsan scoring out wide. Colchester continued to be the stronger team although Dagenham came back at them making ground and looking dangerous in the midfield whenever they had the ball. About half way through the first half a well judged kick from Dagenham forced a lineout five metres out from the Colchester line. A poor throw-in and sloppy defence allowed Dagenham to pounce on the ball and score an unconverted try. Immediately from the kick off Colchester looked dangerous and put pressure back onto Dagenham. Some forward pressure resulted in some good clean ball allowing Connor to repeat his previous effort and race down the touchline, this time touching down closer to the posts allowing Dan Woodcock to convert. Unfortunately Colchester now sat back a little and Dagenham from another line-out won the ball and the scrum drove over for another try. Finally right at the end of the first session Dagenham broke through and scored again giving Dagenham a 15-12 lead.

Both teams changed players at the break and the second session was a very close game with both sides having opportunities but failing to score except that Colchester were penalised in a scrum and Dagenham took the three points. End of second session 18-12 to Dagenham.

The game was still open to anybody, however Colchester let Dagenham score early in the last session and then again half way through this session. Colchester did not give up though and they started to get back into the game and took the game to Dagenham. With the scrum starting to get the upper hand in the loose there was some really good phase play from the forwards. Eventually the pressure told and a movement that involved both forwards and backs saw Ben Moore do a lovely one handed off-load to Danny Higgins who scored close to the posts. Dan made no mistakes with the kick to give Colchester a chance to come back. Unfortunately despite trying hard to break the Dagenham line again there were no more scores giving the game to Dagenham at 28-19.

Our thanks to Dagenham for a great game played in the right spirit.
