U17 Sunday 28th January 2012
Colchester U17s played against their old rivals Chelmsford on Sunday. Unlike some of their recent games Colchester appeared to be up for this game and came out with a fine start. After just a few minutes it was good to see Rupert Dando, back after a long absence due to injury, force his way over from the back of a ruck to open the scoring. Chelmsford however came back and there then followed a long period with Chelmsford camped out on the Colchester line and trying to use their bigger scrum to get the equaliser. However the Colchester defence held firm and eventually they won the ball and cleared it away from their line. Colchester struggled to win good clean ball from the scrums however in the loose the forwards were getting the better of Chelmsford and everytime they managed to get the ball out to the Colchester backs they looked menacing. Eventually the pressure told and Danny Higgins, John Davetanivalu and Harry Smith ran in tries. With Dan Woodcock converting all these tries Colchester were 26-0 up at half time.
The second half was really a duplicate of the first half with Chelmsford using their bigger pack to put pressure in the set piece and having at least a couple of sessions where they looked as if they must score. However they were kept out by some determined defence, whilst the Colchester backs whenever they had the ball were able to make ground that resulted in tries. The second half scorers were Conner Austin, Ben Moore, Dan Woodcock and John again with Dan converting twice giving a final score of 50-0.

This sounds like a convincing win however Chelmsford battled to the end and it never seemed like an easy win to those watching. It was good to see that we stopped them scoring and the whole team put together the best performance of the season so far in this match.

